Welcome to First Assembly of God Homeschool Support Group and to homeschooling!

 

This will be the second greatest adventure you have ever undertaken. Why do we say "second"? Because the greatest adventure is your personal walk with Christ which is the foundation for this undertaking. Although the road is neither glamorous nor easy, you will reap great rewards because Jesus will be at the center, for it is in knowing that our children are a heritage and gift from God, and it is our responsibility to teach and train them in all areas of life. It is our deepest desire that they, above all else, will love the Lord with all their heart, mind and soul. We pray that as you begin this journey, your focus will not be diverted, but clearly stayed upon the Lord, for in him and through His Word shall we find wisdom and understanding.

As a church, our vision is to be a Watchman and House of Grace to our surrounding community, and so we are here to serve the needs of homeschooling families. Our focus is on building families according to biblical principals and raising children according to God's Word. We believe the Bible should be the cornerstone of all of our educational endeavors.

Please make sure to take time to read our group guidelines enclosed. We require that all families adhere to these guidelines in order to participate in our group activities.

As the challenges of homeschooling come, remember the Lord used a child with only five loaves of bread and two fish to feed the 5,000 with twelve baskets left over. Surely he knows our inadequacies and our children's needs. He never called us to do anything based on the merits of our strength. He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think (Eph 3:20). 

We recommend reading, Shepherding a Child's Heart by Ted Tripp. The scripture tells us in Proverbs 4:23 to "keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life."

If there is anything we can do to further assist you and your family, please let us know. We have at your disposal Sunday morning Services, children's ministries which include nursery, Christian education for pre-school through grade 12, as well as a myriad of classes for adults.  During our Wednesday evening service, we also offer Missionettes, Royal Rangers and Senior High Youth. On Thursdays, we offer junior high youth group.

Please don't hesitate to call our church office at 483-2272 or 1-800-932-3107 should you have any questions at all.
Yours in Christ
Garry Hamilton
Senior Pastor

Becky Woodman

Director First Agape

Web Links

Teaching Home Newsletter:  http://www.teachinghome.com/signup/ 

Donation Networks:   is a non-profit organization serving schools and non-profit organizations across New England and beyond. We strive at helping businesses and institutions re-channel their used computer equipment, office equipment and supplies, supplies for arts and crafts, etc to institutions where they could be used. We redistribute donated products to non-profit organizations and schools within New England through our two warehouse locations in Nashua and Manchester.  Since its inception in August 2004 to replace the former Donation Depot, the agency has served over 250 non-profit organizations in the fields of community service, education and job training with over half a million worth of products. Donation Networks if a division of MaxImpact Institute.  For more information go to http://www.donationnetworks.org/home.html.
Store Discounts: http://nhhr.dimentech.com/curriculum/discounts.html or go to the next page.
Homeschooling Used Curriculum Sites: http://www.geocities.com/Athens/8259/used.html 
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Store Discounts
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	Name
	%
	Location
	Special Notes

	B Dalton Bookstores
	20
	Mall of NH
Manchester NH
	No certification letter required, just tell them you're a homeschooler.

	Barnes & Noble
	20
	All
	Bring a copy of your letter of acknowledgement and show it when making purchases.

	Book Warehouse
	15
	Conway NH
	 

	Bookland
	None
	Granite St. Market Place
Hookset NH



30 N. Main St.
Concord NH
603-224-7277



Kearsarge Bookshelf
The Gallery
New London NH
603-526-6535
	They do not yet offer a discount, even to teachers. However, they seem sincerely to be trying to get one in place. Feel free to call and urge them along, if this is a store you frequent.

	Borders
	20
	Concord
	Bring a copy of your letter of acknowledgement, they will give you a discount card.

	Discovery Store
	15
	Mall of New Hampshire
1500 S. Willow St., Suite N-119
Manchester, NH 03103
603-623-6122



Pheasant Lane Mall
310 Daniel Webster Hwy., Suite 245
Nashua, NH 03060
603-888-6577



Fox Run Mall
50 Fox Run Rd., Suite 57
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-6507



Mall At Rockingham Park
99 Rockingham Blvd., BOS 226
Salem, NH 03079
603-893-2624
	You must first join their Passport Rewards Program. For this you must provide them with your name, address and phone #. They will then give you advance notice of all sales, and also you will receive a check for $10 for every $150 you spend in the store. The full information about this program is available at: http://passport.discovery.com/ 

If you then apply for the educator's discount, which you must do at a store, you will receive 15% off everything you buy in the stores (I don't know about online) to use in your curriculum, excluding clearance items. The manager I spoke to wasn't sure if you needed to bring in your letter of acknowledgement, but I would think it should work. 

	Donation Depot
	Free
	NH College, 2500 N. River Road 
Manchester, NH
	Must register with letter of acknowledgement, and letter stating your plan to use materials for educational purposes only. 

	Encore Books
	??
	West Lebanon NH
(beside Staples)
	You need to register with them as a homeschooler.

	Gee Willikers
	??
	Fox Run Mall, Portsmouth
	 

	Hammetts
	??
	Mall of NH, Manchester
	Punch card for frequent shoppers.

	Littleton Office Supply
	20
	Littleton, NH 

603-444-5912
	They will take your word that you homeschool, especially with kids in tow. Discount does not include "red tag" items. They have a brochure explaining their educator's discount. They carry school supplies, furniture (including used) and business services, such as scanning.

	Mainstreet Bookends
	 
	Route 103  Warner
(603) 456-2700
email orders or requests to bookends at conknet.com
	Excellent supply, and service especially for educators. Discount available to members, yearly membership for a fee.

	Mori Books
	Bulk
	141 Route 101A
Amherst NH
603-882-2665
	He does not offer a discount, but if you buy in bulk, he will deal.

	Smart Toys
	10
	55 Crystal Ave
Hood Commons
Derry NH 03038
	They prefer you to bring a copy of your letter of acknowledgement and show it when making purchases. No certification letter required, just tell 'em you're a homeschooler

	Stroudwater Books
	20
	898 Central Ave
Dover, NH 03820 



Portsmouth 
	Bring in your letter of acknowledgement and show it at time of purchase.

	Teacher's Pet, The
	None
	360 Merrimack,
Lawrence, MA
800-526-1487
	No discount offered, as they primarilly deal with teachers, and feel their prices are already appealing. They claim "One of the Largest Teacher's Supply Stores".
Directions: Route 93 south to 213 to 495 south. Take exit 43/44 (double exit) to Merrimack St. Lawrence, first ramp. They are in the first mill building on the right, with tan banners with the number 360. Park across street. Hours 9:30-5:00

	Time of Wonder
	15
	Exeter 
	Discount on Homeschool specific books 

	Toadstool Bookstore
	20
	Lorden Plaza
Milford NH
603-673-1734



Depot Square
Peterborough NH
603-924-3543



Colony Mill Market Place
Keene NH
603-352-8815
	Bring in your letter of acknowledgement and they will write your name, address and phone # down on a 3x5 card. They also asked if there would be anyone else who might buy books for our homeschool, so I put down my husband's name. They will allow you to set up an account and receive a bill, if you wish.

	Toys For Keeps
	10
	Crossroads Plaza
Londonderry NH
603-421-9632
	The owner says a letter would be great. I get the impression she would accept your word, no problem.

	Walden Books
	15
	  
	  

	Zany Brains
	20
	Royal Ridge Mall
South Nashua
	Show letter of Acknowledgement.
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Summary


Below is brief summary of the homeschooling law in New Hampshire. For a detailed analysis of homeschooling in New Hampshire, see:

New Hampshire—A Legal Analysis [image: image3.png]



(Requires Adobe Acrobat Reader)
Compulsory School Age
"at least 6 years of age [on September 30] and under 16 years of age" 

	New Hampshire Legal Home Schooling Options:  1  

	
	Option: 1

	Legal Option:
	Operate a home school

	Attendance:
	None

	Subjects:
	Science, mathematics, language, government, history, health, reading, writing, spelling, U.S. and New Hampshire constitutional history, and art and music appreciation

	Qualifications:
	None

	Notice:
	Within 30 days of withdrawing from public school or moving into the school district, file a notice of intent with a private school principal, the state commissioner of education, or the local superintendent. See detailed analysis

	Recordkeeping:
	Maintain a portfolio of records and materials including a log of reading materials used, samples of writings, worksheets, workbooks or creative materials used or developed by the child

	Testing:
	By July 1, file either: 1) results from a standardized test, or 2) results from a state student assessment test used by the local school district, or 3) a written evaluation by a certified teacher, or 4) results of another measure agreeable to the local school board


© 2006, HSLDA
NOTE: This summary is not intended to be, and does not constitute, the giving of legal advice. Many states have unclear compulsory attendance statutes, and the courts of those states vary in their interpretation of the statutes. Therefore, there is no guarantee any state will accept all of the options for compliance listed under each state. This summary is not intended to be a substitute for individual reliance on privately retained legal counsel such as that provided by Home School Legal Defense Association.
The following information was found at http://www.conval.edu/pdf/home_education.pdf 

PROCEDURES for OPERATION of HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
~~~~~~~ 

DUTIES of PARTICIPATING AGENCY 
*Participating Agency means: resident superintendent, Commissioner of Education, or non-public school principal. 

Acknowledges receipt of notification within 14 days of receipt. 

*Maintains list of all home education programs for which notification has been received. 

*Sends copy of this list to Commissioner of Education on October 1 of each year. 

*Reviews results of annual evaluation. 

*If evaluation not received on or before July 1, notifies parent in writing that unless received by July 15, program will be placed on probation for reasons stated. 

*Releases programs that have been placed on probation. 

*Under due process, has burden of proof that parent of home education program has failed to or cannot provide child with minimum course of study as required by RSA 193-A:4,I. 

*May request grievance conference. 

*Cannot charge fee for services rendered; however, the non-public school may charge a fee. 

LETTER of INTENT/NOTIFICATION 
Ed 315.03(a) 
*Parent(s)’ name(s) 

*Parent(s)’ address 

*Parent(s)’ daytime phone number 

*Child(ren) name(s) 

*Child(ren) address 

*Child(ren) date(s) of birth 

*Date program will begin 

*Send to participating agency 

PORTFOLIO and LOG 
*Kept for two (2) years after program ends 

*Includes samples of student work 

*Includes log of reading materials designated by title 

*Keep for high school placement and college admission 

*Maintained by parent each year child is being home educated 

*Belongs to parent – access at parent’s discretion 

ANNUAL EVALUATION 
*Parent responsibility to provide 

*Parent chooses method 

*Three types: 

◊ teacher (portfolio) evaluation 

◊ standardized test 

◊ any other valid measurement tool mutually agreed upon by the parent and the participating agency 

*Submitted to participating agency on or before July 1 

*Must be signed by parent and evaluator 

TEACHER EVALUATION INCLUDES: 

*Name and address of teacher 

*Documentation of certification or name and address of non-public school in which teacher currently is teaching 

*Date(s) evaluation took place 

*Written description of work reviewed including quantitative data if available 

*Summary of child’s educational progress commensurate with age and ability and a statement as to whether or not progress has been made 

*Signatures of teacher and parent(s) 

THREE TYPES of EVALUATIONS 
I. PORTFOLIO (TEACHER) EVALUATION 
*Parent chooses teacher or requests through district superintendent a written evaluation to be submitted to participating agency 

*Contains reading log and 

*Samples of writings, worksheets, workbooks or creative materials (date samples) 

*Could also contain tests, computer files, brochures, certificates of participation, photographs, other records of projects and activities 

II. STANDARDIZED TEST 
*Parent chooses 

*Administered by person who meets qualifications established by provider or test publisher 

*Nationally recognized or 

*State assessment or district test 

*Name of test 

*Name and address of test administrator 

*Composite results meet or exceed 40th percentile 

III. ANY OTHER VALID MEASUREMENT TOOL 
*Mutually agreed upon by parent and participating agency 

*Results reported to participating agency 

*Must be in writing 

*Must be signed by parent and participating agency 

*Shall include but not be limited to the following: 

◊ Interview 

◊ Progress measured by parent 

◊ Progress measured by provider 

◊ Review of portfolio by participating agency 

◊ Evaluation by teacher in program recognized by any state department of education 

◊ Specially prepared tests or evaluations measuring progress 

*Under this method, participating agency may waive any of the limitations placed on portfolio evaluation method 

PROBATION 
*If evaluation not received on or before July 1, participating agency notifies parent in writing that unless evaluation is received by July 15, program will be placed on probation for following year. 

*If child does not demonstrate educational progress commensurate with age and ability, participating agency notifies parent in writing that such progress has not been achieved. 

*Participating agency states reasons why program was placed on probation. 

*Participating agency states conditions to be released from probation. 

*Participating agency reviews evaluation after probation year. Notifies parent in writing that evaluation meets requirements. Program is released from probation and is allowed to continue. 

*Participating agency notifies Commissioner of Education if evaluation does not meet requirements. Commissioner notifies parent that they are entitled to a hearing. Program shall be terminated absent a finding for continuation pursuant to a hearing. 

*Commissioner schedules hearing unless home education program is voluntarily terminated by parent. 
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*Upon a finding that program should be terminated, Commissioner notifies non-public school principal or superintendent, who shall, if necessary, take appropriate action to ensure that compulsory attendance requirements are met. 

*Parent has one (1) year from date of receipt of written notification to provide remedial instruction to child. 

*At end of one-year probationary period, child is reevaluated. Continuation in program contingent upon child demonstrating educational progress commensurate with age and ability. 

*Cannot continue to home school with two (2) consecutive years of probationary status. 

OTHER ITEMS 
*Parent may change participating agency – inform in writing the former and the new. 

*Parent may discontinue established home education program. Notify within 15 days of termination the appropriate agency. 

*Parent can make specific agreement with participating agency if evaluation will be received by participating agency later than July 15. 

*If child turns 16 years of age after notification and before July 15 evaluation deadline, evaluation is not required. 

*Someone other than the parent can home school a child. (193-A:4) Provider must be agreed upon by participating agency. 

*Parent not required to indicate grade level. 

*Parent does not have to inform participating agency which evaluation method will be used at time of notification (unless mutually agreed upon method is used). 

*Parent does not have to submit immunization records (unless child will be participating in school activities.) 

*Parent does not have to submit child’s social security number. 

*Parent does not need to have acknowledgement letter to proceed with home education program. 

COMMON PRACTICES 
UNDER HOME EDUCATION LAW 
Home Education Advisory Council 

April 9, 2002 Meeting 

Under general discussion, the Home Education Advisory Council agreed to the following common practices under the home education law. A vote to accept these practices was unanimous. 

1. Home schoolers are not required to take the State Assessment Test or any other particular assessment. 

2. SAU’s do not approve home education programs. They “acknowledge” that the parent has or has not complied with 

193-A. 

3. Immunization records are not required of home schoolers unless the home schoolers participate in curricular or extracurricular activities at the school. 

4. Home schoolers are not required to provide the participating agency with a declaration of the method or time of evaluation as a condition for acknowledgement of the home education program. 

5. Home schoolers are not required to provide the participating agency with the child’s grade or level. 

6. Home visits by the participating agency are not required as part of the home schooling program. 

7. There is no requirement as to days, hours, or time of day for a home schooling program.
